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-- Arlen Wanta: Friend, Neighbor, and Leader ---

o members who were not ac
I quainted with him, Arlen Wanta
was simply the president of the
TFF-TL Association, whose face and
folksy letters appeared twice a year in
the newsletter. Those of us lucky
enough to have been his friends and
neighbors knew him to be a devoted
husband and father, a generous good
hearted guy, and someone you could
always count on to help you when you
needed it. I rarely saw Arlen without
a tool in his hand and there wasn’t
much he couldn’t fix or build. A born
politician, he was a union official and
a champion of the working man. Arlen
had a firm sense of civic responsibil-
ity, and over the years was involved in
many levels of town government. He
was Town Chairman of his hometown,
Rudolph, WI, and a Town Supervisor
here in Sherman Township. He was
also the Town’s Superintendent of
Roads.

By far, Arlen’s favorite hobby
was fishing. He was an extraordinary
fisherman who loved the flowage. 1
think he knew it as well as any guide,
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and was committed to its preservation,
and to the protection of its fish and
wildlife habitat. He recognized the
need for improving fish habitat on the
flowage, and was the driving force be-

hind the “crib project”. As part of the
project, he arranged to have a crib
placed near his house so he could moni-
tor its effectiveness using an underwa-
ter camera. Arlen never fished cribs—
he saw them only as a means to an end;
a way to improve the fish population.
Whenever I look out at the flowage I
just see a large body of water; Arlen
would look out and see humps and
stumps, weed beds, rocks and sand bars.
He could sail cleanly through waters at
high speeds in areas where I would
travel very carefully at no wake speeds.
There was hardly ever a conversation
about fishing in our community that
didn’t include some “Arlen” stories.
His nature was gentle and he
liked to just shoot the breeze. I consid-
ered him a good friend and always en-
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Joyed his visits. Even more enjoyable,
were my visits to his house where I
would get a tour of his latest projects.
He always said he had so much work
to do he’d never finish, and hardly
knew what to do first. But I would no
sooner walk back to my place (a few
houses down the shore) when I would
see his boat going across the bay - -
gone fishing. I would shake my head
and chuckle, and envy the anticipation
and pleasure he experienced each time
he went out on the flowage. I'll miss
that, and I'll miss him!

Arlen’s passing left a hole in
the lives of all who knew him. He left
fond memories of a gentle man who
was fun to be around and was never too
busy to listen to a fishing story. He was
a man whom we all admired and re-
spected, a man whose contribution and
dedication was an example to us all—
he was the “genuine article”.

By Jim Leever
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| he Association would like

to thank Arlen for his
hours of dedicated service and
his example as a citizen leader!
We extend our deepest sympa-
thy to his wife Grace and to
his family and friends. The
Association will strive to carry
on the good work Arlen initi-
ated, and to continue to follow
his example of forward think-
ing, stewardship and most im-
portantly, love for the flowage.
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--- President’s Letter ---

cent of the state’s waters are classified as ORW. We are
truly fortunate.

n August 14th I received a telephone call

from Tom Mowbray with the sad news that

Arlen had died suddenly. My immediate
thoughts were of sadness and shock, but I soon real-
ized that T now had the responsibility of becoming
the president of this lake association. I knew it surely
would be a big job to continue some of the work Arlen
had started. I'm hoping that I will be able to do this,
and also to introduce other programs of importance
for our beautiful area. I am writing soon after the
terrible earthquake in Pakistan and also the hurricanes
in the south. We are so very fortu-

In closing I would like to quote an article that I

keep in my folder. Itis by Robert Korth, a lake specialist
from the University of Wisconsin.

nate to be living in our corner of the
world, the northwoods. We have
even more blessings because we
also have one of the best bodies of
water in the state, the Turtle Flam-
beau Flowage and Trude Lake.
Did you know that the TFF
is designated as an Outstanding Re-
source Water (ORW)? This means

Respect
Respect- the rights of others
Environment — enjoy wildlife from a distance
Safety — obey boating regulations
Peace — watch your noise and your wake
Enjoy — have fun in the northwoods
Consider — your neighbors, human and wildlife
Trash — do not litter

We need everyone who loves these waters
to continue to protect them from invasive spe-
cies and other environmental threats. In many
ways the flowage is very fragile and special. I'm
hoping I can some day meet many of you. En-
joy the holidays and thank you for being mem-

that it has some of the highest water
quality in the state. Only two per-

bers of our lake association.

Maryann

ne warm summer after-

noon I was working on

my yard when [ heard a
person in a boat talking about my
shoreline. The people in the boat
were unaware of my presence
and they didn’t understand that
sound travels over water in
strange ways. The man was be-
wildered that we had not
“cleaned up” our shoreline; our
path to the water’s edge was
small and did not expose our
house. He said to his partner in
the boat ** I don’t understand why
they don’t clear out the trees and
weeds for a better view of the
Jake.” What he did not under-
stand is that we are trying to pre-

Wonderful Wetlands
By Diane O’Krongly

serve and protect our piece of the
Wisconsin wetlands. The flowage is
a beautiful place, much prettier than
my house.

In August of 2005 I took a
class; Wisconsin’s Wonderful Wet-
lands Seminar, at Trees For Tomor-
row (TFT) in Eagle River. Each day
after class I would walk around town.
On these walks I was able to see some
homes on the Eagle chain. Most of
the shorelines I observed had mani-
cured lawns right up to the water’s
edge with very few native plants left
in the water and few trees left stand-
ing. Many homeowners had replaced
the shoreline with riprap edging. The
lake seemed artificial; the natural
beauty had been removed. I was ob-

serving first hand a subject our class
had discussed; the over development
of our wetlands.

Currently our wetlands are in
danger and being threatened by the
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Shoreland Grants
Available To YOU!

he Tron County Land and Water
I Conservation Department pro
vides financial and technical as-
sistance to private landowners for a vari-
ety of conservation practices through the
Land & Water Cost-Share Program.
SHORELAND STABILIZATION and
SHORELAND HABITAT RESTORA-
TION are both qualifying cost-share pro-
grams. If you are concerned about ero-
sion, or want to restore native vegetation
along your shore, this is the opportunity.
Funding may be available to reimburse
up to 70% of eligible project costs.
Project planning usually takes a year or
longer, so sign up soon.

If you have questions, or would like
to sign-up, please call MaryJo Gingras
at the Land Conservation Dept. at
800-682-1675.

Cabin Fever Party

ark your calendars for January 21st! The as-

sociation is inviting you to a Cabin Fever Party

at 6:00 p.m. at the Mercer Community Cen-
ter. The party will be a potluck and we will send out
reminder invitations to association members and friends
in early January. So, if the long days of winter seem to
stretch ahead forever, store up your fish stories and plan
a pot luck dish to pass. We are hoping to meet neigh-
bors, have a gift exchange and share 5 0
a touch of frivolity. Watch for de- %6”” 2
tails in your mailbox after y \
the holidays! '
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high rate of development. According to Wisconsin Department of Natural t would be unrealistic to be-
Resourcesl, “All sizes of undeveloped lakes are being targeted heavily for lieve we could ban people
development, but those in the shortest supply—Ilakes 200 acres and larger —  from living on our lakes; how-
are being developed the fastest. Approximately 97% of lakes this size have  ever, lake property owners can
already been developed, leaving only a handful of undeveloped lakes of this ~ choose to be less invasive. As a
size remaining today’. result, my husband and I choose

to leave our shoreline undis-
Wetlands contribute to the social, economic and environmental health  turbed and the yard is very natu-
of our nation in many ways and must be protected. Here are several reasons  ral. People do not visit the flow-
why we should protect our wetlands2: age to see my house so; we try to
* By filtering pollutants, nutrients, and sediments; wetlands help to  blend in with the woods. I hope
protect water quality in our lakes, rivers, and streams. to encourage others to do all they
* By storing runoff from heavy rains and snowmelts, wetlands re-  can to protect the wetlands.
duce flood damage.
* By providing essential habitat for fish, waterfowl, and a variety of  Sources:
other animals, wetlands provide for recreational opportunities for 1. (WDNR) publication Northern
state residents and visitors. Wisconsin’s Lakes and Shore
* By acting as a shoreline buffer, wetlands protect against erosion THUARE 8 TEPOTL SXRIINE BT
from waves and currents. [ s B
i - ) 2. WDNR publication PUBL-WZ-
* By providing beautiful open spaces, wetlands enhance quality of 001 93 REV
life, property value, and tourism
"&g Y
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The Blob In The Flowage

By Diane O’Krongly

id you see jello like
mass attached to docks
and submerged drift-

wood this summer? If you did
you were probably looking at
Pectinella magnifica, a colonial
freshwater invertebrate. The
“Pectinella” part of the name
comes from the fact that the blob,
which is 98% water, contains a
small amount of pectin, the same

bryozoans.
Pectinella
magnifica is the
scientific name
of the member
found in the
flowage.

These bryozo-
ans can become
as large as a

face of the jelly like substance.
They are filter feeders, remov-
ing nutrients from water as the
water flows past each individual
animal. The Pectinella do not
tolerate pollution and their pres-
ence is an indication of a healthy
ecosystem. So next summer if
you have an opportunity to see
“the Blob”, don’t rush from the
water in horror but take a closer

substance used in jams and jello. basketbal L. look at this mysterious creature
Pectinella magnifica is actuallya  Each blob is a knowing its presence means our
member of the animal group  colony of many waters are clean and healthy.

called the Abryozoans or simply  star shaped animals living on the sur-

Beauty is in the eye of the beholder!

Remembering Arlen Wanta

This August, we lost a great friend of the flow
age with the passing of then association presi-
dent, Arlen Wanta. Arlen was a strong presence on
the flowage — whether he was taking water quality
samples, leading an association annual meeting or
giving a friendly wave from his fishing boat. Un-
der Arlen’s leadership, the association built mem-
bership, developed strong relationships with the

DNR, and initiated the new fish crib management
program. Arlen also nurtured our purple loosestrife
survey, the walleye watch at Lake of the Falls, and
our involvement in the Iron County Lakes Asso-
ciation. He attended statewide Wisconsin Associa-
tion of Lakes meetings, kept us up to date on cur-
rent lake issues and kept in touch with volunteers.
Thanks Arlen!

)

Wondering who to contact if you see problems or law enforcement issues on the flowage?
You can contact any of the below listed DNR staff.

Roger Jasinski (Flowage Manager) 476-7846
Dennis Obrien (Ranger — Enforcement) 476-7846, 715-339-3217(home)

Stuart Pfeiffer (DNR warden) 476-7845

What's New At The Boat Landings

his summer saw several improvements to boat access sites on the Turtle-Flambeau Flowage.
Fisherman’s Landing saw the most change; The lower parking and turn-around area was expanded, a
new kiosk was installed, and a toilet building was added. A new toilet building was also constructed at
Murray's Landing.
More improvements are in the works. Boarding docks are planned for Fisherman’s Landing and
Sportsman’s Landing. Installation of these docks should happen early next summer.

gomestecrern




Financial Report

Recently one our members asked about including a report of the Association’s finances in the newsletter. This
request was discussed at the September Board of Directors meeting and everyone agreed that it would be a good
idea. Shown below is a financial report for the 9-month period ending on September 30, 2005. We hope to include
this information in the newsletter at least one time per year.

If anyone has questions, or would like more information, please contact Tom Mowbray, Treasurer, at (715) 583-
4523; or by e-mail at: Tom502@AOL.com

A. Bank Balances & Cash Flow

Starting Bank Balance - 12/31/04
Checking Aecomnt... s $4,262.76
SAVINGS ACCOUNE ccsusesnssmsvmsivsssssisassives 2.405.14
g ) Rl (SO -7 $6,667.90
Ending Bank Balance - 09/30/05
Checking ACCOUMNL... ....cossssessisssscsssssss $1,135.29
SAVIRES ACCOUNL wuvuessommsrsessuesosesansemmmares 6.918.46
1 o — $8,053.75
Net Increase (Decrease) in Cash.....ccueersancens $1,385.85

B. Income & Expenses (01/01/05 to 09/30/05)

Income
Fish Crib PIOBram .ussssssvasss $2,226.24
AL Othet INCOME ... ..onoossssssisvivvsssasvisnminss 1,943.32
Total IncOme ...eeeeeeeeiennnnnns $4,169.56
Expenses
Fish Crib Program... ......cccccceceruvuerunnne $1,215.00
All:OtherIneome .. ..cussmmseassesnes 1.568.71
Totdl EXDENSEs .uwsisissassiss $2,783.71
Net Iniconte (JLOSS)..csssssisissssvassissossasssusisisssssss $1,385.85

C. Fund Balance (as of 09/30/05)

Fish Crib Fund... ...ccccieeneninnnnneecsssensssenes $3,884.43
General Fid... cinuissossasssssissivirsssseins 4.169.32
Folal inasnnaismsmicasios $8,053.75




Purple Loosestrife Winning on the Manitowish River

espite the years of hard
work by DNR and citizen
volunteers, this summer
purple loosestrife seems to have
taken the upper hand on one of the
main tributaries to the TFF, the
Manitowish River. While this is bad
news, it is not cause for despair or
gloom — just a wake up call that we
need to strengthen and renew our at-
tack against this invasive plant. The
largest infestation this year was the
shoreline of the Manitowish River
and adjacent wetlands near the junc-
tion of highways 47 and 51, both up-
stream and downstream. This site
has thousands of plants and the
DNR staff was not able to pull all
of the loosestrife. After filling a
pickup with loosestrife it became
very apparent pulling plants is no
longer effective.
It is time to seriously con-
sider using beetles to control the

By Bruce Bacon, WDNR

spread of purple loosestrife plants
in our area. By releasing beetles, we
may be saying we are willing to live
with purple loosestrife, but hope-
fully at a moderate level. However,
experts say even with the release of
beetles we can still pull loosestrife
plants, especially where only a few
plants exist. And we will still need
to survey the flowage for loosestrife,
both to monitor how the beetles
work and to find locations that
should receive beetles.

This summer, the Flowage Lake As-
sociation continued its purple loos-
estrife survey in cooperation with
the Department of Natural resources
control efforts. On the Flowage,
three general areas continue to be a
concern: the islands near Grant
Creek on the east side of the Flow-
age, at least 11 sites along the shore-
line near Sturgeon Bay Landing in-
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cluding plants on the west shore of
Sturgeon Bay, and downstream from
Murray’s Landing. DNR folks spent
2 days pulling loosestrife near Stur-
geon Bay and Murray’s Landings.
Two truckloads of plants were re-
moved! Association volunteer, Cal
Patzer, pulled plants near Grant
Creek.

What can the TFF Association do
to help the DNR in loosestrife con-
trol? Firstly, volunteers can con-
tinue to survey flowage shores and
wetlands to identify loosestrife sites,
volunteers can also work with DNR
in removing plants from infested
areas. Lastly, we will need volun-
teers to raise beetles to be released
on the Flowage and Manitowish
River. The Department of Natural
Resources would like to thank ev-
eryone who has helped monitor
purple loosestrife in Iron County.
With your help, we will continue
working to ensure that purple loos-
estrife does not become a major
problem in our area.
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