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President’s Letter

Another successful fishing opener has | sure to read Stu’s article in this To collect a water sample for the
come and gone, and hopefully you newsletter. chlorophyll and phosphorus test, a six-
have a few minutes. If you do, pull Last summer, Frank and Liz foot-long tube is lower.ed into the '
your boat over, drop anchor and let’s | Kilgore organized the purple loos- water. When the tube is lowered, it

fills with water and as it is lifted, a

talk. I would like to bring you up to estrife survey, and with help from a
date on what your Lake Association is | few member volunteers, completeda | Small valve closes and keeps the water
involved in and also get your input as | check of the Flowage for the presence from escaping. This sample is called a

to what you think we could do to help | of loosestrife stands. This year, we “ChloraPolski.” How did it get its
our lake. will again check the lake for purple | name? Chlora means it is used‘fo_r
Last spring, if you recall, we loosestrife and hopefully we will have | chlorophyll tests — Pol means it is a
inserted a lake courtesy code in our some members organize a survey for | Pole and the ski means the fellow that
newsletter. We are repeating it this Eurasian Water Milfoil (EWM), as made the first one was Polish. Cute, I
year, as well as distributing a copy to | well as any other exotics that may be thought! £—T1.r% ;
resorts and businesses located on the | introduced in our lake. We have The Association is also involved
lake. We also intend to make it ' material available to anyone inter- in organizing a county-wide lakes
available at each landing for those ested. If you get a chance, thank Frank | association to enable all lake associa-
using the lake. and Liz for their hard work last year, | tions to keep contact with each other
Which brings us to the next item. | Hopefully, they will have time to do and exchange information.
We are working with the DNR the purple loosestrife project again I would also ask that all members
through Roger Jasinski of the Mercer | this year. ‘\ Wa?’:h future planning and zoning
office, and Kathy Fitzger at Madison, The Association is a member of actm'ty, as well as Smart Grqwth. In
to get approval to construct a small the Wisconsin Association of Lakes fact, ‘_f you po§51bly can, get involved.
kiosk at each landing. These will be (WAL) and as president, I attended the Your input is HHPOLAt,
used as distribution points for material | annual convention in Stevens Point, A COUP]‘? of other. e, Talk to
relating to our lake and its health and | this March.  your lake neighbors, including resort
protection, as well as information on Our water quality testing is going | OWners and operators a.“fj cher
its use. " well. Jim Leever and Tom Mowbray business people aboutJommg.our
We are also working with Jeff assisted last summer. We also have group. Also, please don’t hem'tate to
Roth at the Mercer office on a fish some new equipment to use this year. Ca_“ me or-any of the other officers
habitat project. Jeff has submitted a We will be checking chlorophyll and | With your ideas or questions. ;
written proposal and has a report on phosphorus in addition to dissolved Before you weigh anchor, I'd like
this project on page 4 of this newslet- | oxygen, temperature and water clarity. | t© thank you for your past support.
ter. Another of our members, Diane Good fishing, and we’ll try to get
Volunteers from our group O’Krongly, has volunteered to do around the lake to meet everyone this
worked with Conservation Warden, ' water sampling in the Lake of the | SUmmmet-
Stuart Pfeiffer, on the walleye watch | Falls area and Trude Lake. We now

during the 2001 spawn season. Be ’ have the entire flowage covered. — by Arlen Wanta



Thank you, Walleye Watch volunteers!

[ would like to thank all of the volun-
teers who came out to watch over the
walleye at Lake of the Falls County
Park. In its second year, the "Walleye
Watch" at Lake of the Falls was a
great success. Volunteers from the
Turtle Flambeau Flowage Property
Owners Association once again put in
some late nights safeguarding spawn-
ing walleye at the "Falls." This
popular spawning site is utilized by an
estimated 9,000 walleye, and is visited
by several hundred onlookers, and a
few would-be poachers, every year. If
you have never been out to witness
this spectacular event you should try
to do so. The most common comment
I hear on the observation deck is
"Where do they all go during the
fishing season?"

Those of you who volunteered for
the "Walleye Watch" provided a more
important service than you may
know. Volunteer "Fish Watches" have,
for many years, been the cornerstone
of a cooperative effort, between DNR
Wardens and concerned citizens, to
protect our game fish during their
vulnerable spawning cycles. The first
watch was organized on the Wolf
River to protect spawning sturgeon. In
following years musky and walleye
watches were organized on important
spawning beds. The effect of these
volunteer programs has been phenom-

enal. Before volunteer watches were
organized, Wardens were over-
whelmed with illegal activity and were
losing the battle to protect your fish.
Poaching was wide-spread and had a
significant impact on some fish
populations.

The organization of volunteer fish
watches has virtually put an end to the
fish poaching on the "watched"
waters. I have worked "fish camps"
all over the state of Wisconsin and in
recent years it has been rare to find
instances of fish poaching where there
is a "watch." These programs work
and it is important to continue them. I
am always amazed at how quickly
word gets around when a new "watch"
is started. One night last year (and
once again this year) I was at Lake of
the Falls (when there was no volunteer
present) and overheard someone ask,
"who's that sitting in that truck up
there." The answer both times was
"That's probably someone from the
walleye watch." People know you're
there, and even if you're not, they
think you might be. Your presence,
real or imagined, produces my favorite
type of law enforcement action.
“deterrence"!

Of course there are always a few
who are slow to learn, or too stubborn
to try. At the next association meeting
ask Arlen about the two young guys

— By Stuart Pfeiffer
Conservation Warden

who brought a rake to do a little
"walleye gardening." I also heard that
there were two men, wearing waders
out in the water by the observation
deck at 3:00 in the afternoon. I
couldn't believe there would be many
fish around at that time of day. I went
down to look the next afternoon and
was surprised to see 50-60 walleye
still hanging around the observation
deck and more in the rocks. Icould
have easily netted a bunch and been
on my way in no time. I will have to
keep a closer eye on daytime activity
and perhaps should consider a daytime
watch during the peak of the spawn.
Some of you who get a little sleepy
(like I do) after 9:00pm, may find a
day-time watch more to your liking
anyway.

Due to the efforts of volunteers at
Lake of the Falls, I have been able to
concentrate more time protecting
fish at some of the hundred or so other
active spawning sites on the Flowage
and elsewhere in the county. I think
we all owe the volunteers our thanks.
I know I do. By the way, in answering
the question of where the Lake of the
Falls fish go during the season, I can
also say that they don't go home in a
fish poacher's bucket!

Thank you!

Knock It Off

Prevent the spread of Eurasian Water
Milfoil (EWM) by knocking all
aquatic plants off your boat, motor/
propeller, anchor and trailer after
leaving the water and before launching
into another lake.

Comprehensive information on
EWM was given to our Association by
the Wisconsin DNR in the hope that
we would join many other state lake
associations in forming a volunteer

monitoring program.

As of October, 2000, EWM has
been verified in 55 counties in Wis-
consin and 338 waterbed sites
throughout the state. EWM is an
aggressive exotic species that poses a
serious threat to native aquatic plant
communities, and the animals that
depend on these diverse ecosystems.
Volunteers play an integral part in the
struggle against infestation by learning
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to recognize the plant and checking
their lakes for its presence. Early
identification of the plant makes
eradication or control much easier and
can help prevent the spread into other
water bodies.

The TFF-TL Association will
continue dialogue with the DNR to
assess the possibility of volunteer
monitoring by our members.



Burning Garbage

It has been a practice for many years
to burn our garbage in a burn barrel. It
is an easy way to get rid of our
garbage and not use landfill space or
pay disposal costs. Should we con-
tinue to use our burn barrels?

EPA tests show that when we burn
in a burn barrel we are releasing the
same amount of pollution that a 200-
ton-per-day incinerator releases. The
worst part of this is that the burning
and releasing is at ground level in our
own back yards at full concentration
next to our neighbors’ homes,
childrens’ play areas, and lakes and
streams. The dioxins released take
years to breakdown and can be
absorbed by plants and ultimately
animals and crops (our food and
water). Dioxins do not break down in
our bodies, but collect in our fat cells.

The burning of plastics and other
synthetics release a hazardous mixture
of carcinogens and other toxins when
burned. This was not a problem ten
years ago when we only burned wood
and paper, whose only by-products
were smoke and ashes.

Burn barrels burn at temperatures
of less than 500 degrees. Municipal
incinerators burn at temperatures of

2200 degrees or more. They also have |

provisions for sophisticated filters.

This is something to think about,
since we all have a vested interest in
protecting our environment. If you
want more information, contact your
local DNR representative.

Board of Directors
President cosscmns Arlen Wanta
Vice-President ............... Rick Shukes
Secretaryiv o Jim Leever
B c o Roger Belongia
Past President .............. Paul Gottwald
IDITECTORS v nssssuanistns Tom Mowbray

Maryann Brown
Bill Naedler

Terry Daulton

Sharing Our Lakes

Recently, we came across an article in
a publication written by New Auburn
High School students; we felt it was
an excellent supplement to our own
TFE-TL Courtesy Code:

— Sharing Our Lakes —
A Courtesy Code for All Friends of Our
Lakes

“Millions of outdoor enthusiasts share
our nation’s lakes. America’s lakes,
however, are threatened by pollution,
the spread of non-indigenous plants
and animals, user conflicts, our ever-
rising population and other factors.
These suggestions may help all lake
users get the most enjoyment from
their lake experience:

No Dumping — Never dump fish
remains or leftover bait into the water.

Check Your Gear Between Excursions
— If you fish from lake to lake,
remember to check and clean your
boat, motor, trailer, anchor and live
well before launching. Taking these
precautions is critical in the preven-
tion and spread of Eurasian Milfoil,
zebra mussels and other destructive
non-native species.

Row Where You Go — Canoes,
kayaks, rowboats and sailboats are
lake-friendly. Grab a paddle! Its good
for you and its good for the lake.

Obey the Law — Laws are written for
the benefit of all. Follow them for
safety, security and to protect our
waters.

Play Safe — Make sure your equip-
ment is safe and legal. Above all,
youngsters should wear life vests
whenever on, in, or near the water.

Play Sober — Most lake-related
boating accidents involve alcohol.

Never Shoot Over Water — Bullets
can ricochet in any direction and some
can travel for miles. Water fowl
hunting excepted.

Enjoy But Don’t Destroy — Take
nothing but pictures (driftwood,
plants, etc.). Leave nothing but
ripples.”

Its a great pleasure to know that young
people like the New Auburn students

understand and support the concept of
appreciation, conservation and preser-

vation.

— Excerpts from “Fishtakes”
NAHS Lake Project Newsletter

Call for Candidates

At the annual membership meeting in
June (date to be announced), four (4)
board offices will be open for election.
The open offices are: Treasurer,
Secretary, Two (2) Directors. The
board is organized and operates so that
seasonal as well as full-time residents
can participate. An interest in the
Flowage is the only requirement!

If you would like to become a
member of the board, please call
Arlen Wanta at 715-583-4491 or Jim
Leever at 715-583-9935.
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We Want to Hear From You

What are your opinions? Have you
had a rare or unusual sighting? Do you
want to share a fish story, etc.? The
observations or personal experiences
of our members make for interesting
reading and add to the substance of the
newsletter. If you would like to
submit an article to the Association
newsletter, send it to: Newsletter
Editor, TFE-TL Property Owners
Association, Inc., P.O. Box 631,
mercer, WI 54547. Articles for the
Fall/Winter 2001 newsletter should be
received no later than October 15,
2001.



Houseboats on the Flowage???

In recent months, an individual made contact with the
Department of Natural Resources regarding a proposal to
place rental houseboats on the Turtle-Flambeau Flowage.
On April 12, 2001, Roger Jasinski, Manager of the Turtle
Flambeau Scenic Waters Area, made a written reply to said
proposal:

..... “I have discussed your proposal to place rental
houseboats on the Turtle-Flambeau Flowage with our
regional and central office staff. We concluded that
several Department of Natural Resources regulations
apply to your proposal.

“Generally, all of the regulations are intended to
protect public rights in navigable waters as well as to
preserve fish and wildlife habitats, water quality, and
natural scenic beauty. On the Turtle-Flambeau the state
acquired ownership of much of the lakebed and
surrounding land, and developed a master plan for the
property, with a primary goal of maintaining and
enhancing the wild and undeveloped character of the
waterway and shoreline.

“Listed below are DNR regulations that relate to
your proposal. Also listed are some issues that we are
aware of that involve other agencies. You should be sure

to contact all other local, state, and federal agencies that
may regulate the activity you propose.”

Mr. Jasinski went on to cite several DNR regulations and
Wisconsin statutes that could restrict or prevent the opera-
tion of this type of business, and also made mention of
licensing requirements should other government agencies
become involved . . . .

In a phone conversation, Mr. Jasinski informed us that
if proposed houseboats were to remain stationary, Wiscon-
sin statutes do not allow them to be anchored off public
land — land belonging to the State of Wisconsin. A
stationary houseboat operator could anchor only off the
shore of privately owned property. It is noted that the
individual who proposed this business idea does not own
property on the Flowage. The Association feels there is
some cause for concern and as property owners we could
all be at risk.

Although we have not heard anything to indicate that
this proposal will move forward, we intend to “keep our ear
to the ground.”

If you would like further information, or clarification
of the DNR regulations affecting this activity, you may
phone the DNR office in Mercer at 715-476-2646.

“The Wet World” . . . Habitat Protection

Coming Events

The single most important element in
a quality fishery and a healthy ecosys-
tem is habitat!!

The Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources states that effective
habitat protection and restoration is
the most cost effective and practical
management of fisheries. After years
of experimenting with various man-
agement strategies, the DNR has yet to
find one that improves on the self-
sustaining natural system that exists in
good habitat.

When habitat is good, fisheries
flourish; pollution is minimal; water is
swimmable and boatable; we get free
ground water recharge and storm
water retention; scenic beauty is
enhanced; and aquatic biodiversity is
protected.

Effective habitat management,
however, requires the education and

involvement of people. No rules or
regulations are successful without our
acceptance and participation. In
general, however, we continue to trade
off (voluntarily or involuntarily)
aquatic habitat and self-sustaining
systems for things like lake shore
watershed development, industrial
discharges, river damming, and over
harvest of fish. Because of this
reality, there is a need for regulatory
fish stocking and restoration pro-
grams.

Wisconsin has some of the finest
programs in the nation, but let’s not
forget that these programs are “band-
aids’ to cover basic habitat problems.

Think about this, and about what
we as individuals, or as an association
or constituency, can do to protect a
precious resource like the Turtle-
Flambeau Flowage.

— Excerpts from: Wisconsin Natural Resources Magazine. February, 2001
pIs, § )
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June 30 — “Sparks” Bake Sale and
Flea Market, Springstead, 10:30am to
2:00pm. Mercer Town-Wide Garage
Sale.

August 1 — Mercer Loon Days.

August 2 — Turtle Flambeau Flowage
Pontoon Boat Tour, 10:00am, 1:00pm,
and 4:00pm; TFF Association Brat Fry
at Cedar Lodge, Butternut, 11:00am to
4:00pm. Call 715-476-2511 for info.

August 2 through 5 — Flambeau-
Rama in Park Falls.

August 11 — Town of Sherman Fire
Department Annual Corn Roast,
Springstead, 12:00 noon to 6:00pm.
Small Mouth Bass Tournament on
Flowage. Call 715-476-2305 or 2526
for information.



Keeping the Spirit

The months of May and June on the
Flowage are critical to nesting loons.
At this time of the year, boaters are
urged to slow down to no-wake speeds
when passing near shorelines or grassy
areas at the water’s edge. These
locations are where loons typically
build their nest. Wakes, or waves from
passing boats, can easily wash eggs
out of a nest or disturb adults to the
point where they will flee and leave
unattended eggs to hungry, sharp-eyed
predators. Loons whose first nest has
been destroyed or abandoned will
usually attempt to renest. Chicks born
late, however, (mid-July through
August) may not be old enough or
strong enough to migrate south by ice
time and will most often perish.

In addition, loons are ex-
tremely sensitive to human pressure
when they are with chicks in open
water. Although it is tempting to try to
get close for a better look, be sure to
keep a comfortable distance from a
family group. If a loon displays or
vocalizes when you are in the vicinity,
you know you are too close!

A well-known symbol of the
north, loons are often referred to as
“Spirits of the Lake.” Let’s do what
we can to keep these spirits among us!

— Excerpts from “Loon Talk"” Sigurd Olson

Environmental Institute
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Dock-ominium Update

Last spring the TFF-TL Association,
as members of the Wisconsin Associa-
tion of Lakes (WAL), made a $50.00
contribution to WAL’s legal defense
fund in a case brought to court to
block the sale of “dockominiums” on
Lake Geneva.

“A dockominium is a property
interest created under condominium
real estate law that allows the sale and
purchase of part of a lake so that the
owner will have a permanent mooring
at a pier. WAL challenges this sales
scheme claiming it violates the
Wisconsin Public Trust Doctrine and
Wisconsin Stat. Chapter 30 in that it
limits public access to navigable
waters in favor of private riparian
ownership.”

Could a developer build a parking
lot on public land and sell parking
spaces to individuals for their exclu-
sive use? This is how the
dockominium concept looks to us.
Further, our Association felt that if
dockominiums were to be ultimately
judged legal, a precedent may be set

for a developer to do the same on the
Flowage. We have some misgivings
about a “marina-type” structure
springing up, with mooring slips sold
to any individual (resident or non-
resident) who comes up with the
asking price.

Many observers feel this case is
the most significant case currently in
the courts addressing the public
interest in state lakes and rivers.

The fight to preserve our lakes and
waterways is getting tougher. Three
of the state’s largest corporate law
firms have now been retained to
represent dock-ominium developers,
the association of dockominium
owners, and the state-wide real estate
industry group.

This issue has been making its
way through the courts since 1995 and
is now in the hands of the Wisconsin
Court of Appeals. A final decision is
expected by this summer.

— Excerpts from WAL “The Lake Connection”
Volume 9, Winter 2000;
Volume 10, Winter 2001

Annual Tree and
Shrub Sale

We're sorry to have missed the deadline for informing our members of the annual tree and shrub seedling sale sponsored
by the Ashland, Bayfield, Douglas and Iron Counties Land Conservation Committees.

The ABDI-LCC annually makes tree and shrub seedlings available to the public in small bundles at a reduced rate.
They also offer tree shelters, and a special rooting compound for improved rooting and moisture retention. All stock is
recommended by local foresters and wildlife managers and is purchased from reputable private local nurseries.

For Spring 2001, the species available were: Norway Pine, Eastern White Pine, Balsam Fir, White Spruce, American
Tamarack, American Highbush Cranberry, No. Red Oak, Common Chokeberry, American Mountain Ash, American
Plum, Black Cherry. Pickups are arranged at convenient locations throughout each county. For more information, or to

ask to receive an order form for next year (2002), write or phone Charlene Swanson, ABDI-LCD, P.O. Box 267, Ashland,
WI 54806-0267 or phone (715) 682-7189.
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— From: Conservation News, Spring, 2001
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I would like to volunteer

(Please print)

Name

Address

Phone Number ( ___)

I would like to volunteer some time by helping the
association as a:

QO Board member

Q Committee member

Q Helping with the newsletter
Q No preference

O Would like more information

Please fill in this form, copy it or cut it out and
return it to Turtle Flambeau Flowage - Trude Lake
Property Owner’s Association, P. O. Box 631, Mercer, WI
54547 .

060401

Get Involved

Since its inception in 1996, the Turtle Flambeau Flowage-Trude
Lake Property Owner's Association, Inc., has established itself as
a voice in the environmental and conservation issues concerning
the Flowage area, and a resource for its members. Up until now,
this has been accomplished by an eight-member board, ad hoc
committees, the Association Newsletter, and the efforts of a
relatively small but dedicated group of members. However, as
we look to the future, we are looking for additional members to
become involved in Association activities.

None of these activities requires a large time commitment or
special talents. Board positions and committee activities require
only a modest amount of time, and a willingness to provide a
helping hand. We know from your letters and comments that
you are concerned with Flowage issues, so please remember that
in order for the Association to remain effective and to achieve its
purpose, we need your help!

To volunteer, or to obtain additional information before
becoming a volunteer, please fill out the form below and send it
to Turtle Flambeau Flowage - Trude Lake Property Owner’s
Association, P. O. Box 631, Mercer, WI 54547. Be a part of
what we’re doing — volunteer to help!
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