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Words from
the President

This will bé the last time I'll be
writing this little column. I will be
leaving the office of President at
our June annual meeting. I will
now be on the Board of Directors in
the past-President slot.

First, I've enjoyed the job. We
are now organized and ready to
move on to new projects. I'm sure
our next President will lead us
along these lines.

We lost one of our directors,
Lloyd Bowlus, who died on January
28, 2000. We will miss him.

Our spring is very early this
year — the water levels on the
flowage are near full basin. It
should be a good “fishing opener.”

Again, I encourage you to
become active in the organization
and try to attend the annual meeting
on June 10, 1:30pm, at Haines
Civic Center in Mercer. See you
there!

— Paul J. Gottwald

Call for Candidates

At the annual meeting on June 10®,
2000, four (4) Association Board
Offices will be open for election.
The open offices are President,

Vice-President, and two (2) Direc-
tors. Members interested in becom-
ing candidates for any of these
offices can submit their names to
Secretary, Jim Leever, by phone, at
the Association address, or at the
annual meeting. Members are
encouraged to become active in the
Association by serving on the
Board or by joining one of the
committees. The success of this

| Association depends on the ideas,

talents and involvement of its
members.

Membership

' Renewal Reminder

Wow!! Another year has flown by,
and, it’s nearly time to renew your
membership in the Turtle Flambeau

' Flowage-Trude Lake Property

Owner’s Association.

We will be mailing out renewal
forms in early June, and we ask that
you try to respond by July 1%, if
possible.

If you have had a change of
address, phone number, etc., since
last year, please be sure to include

| all new information on the form.

— Membership Committee

Annual
Membership
Meeting

The TFF-TL Property Owners’
Association will hold its annual
membership meeting on Saturday,
June 10, 2000, at 1:30pm at the
Haines Civic Center in Mercer.
The agenda will be as follows:

President opens meeting
Roll call

Secretary’s report
Treasurer’s report
President’s report
Election of officers

0 i el

Nominated by Board of Directors:

Presidenti il Arlen Wanta
Vice president ........ Rick Shukes
Treasurer ........... Roger Belongia
Secretary. W2k Jim Leever
Director ............ Maryann Brown
DHECIOr o e Terry Daulton
DITECIOF .. i e Bill Naedler

7. Request for nominations
from the floor

8. Open discussion

9. Short program

We're looking forward to seeing
our members at this meeting —

- hope you can attend. Coffee will be
| served.




Gotiwald New Chairman of Iron County Board

Congratulations to Association President, Paul Gottwald

“In a power shift to the south, Paul Gottwald of Springstead was elected
chairman of the Iron County Board of Supervisors . . . Gottwald was

elected on an 8-7 stunner over former board chairman Jim Butterbrodt
of Montreal on a secret ballot. . .”

— Daily Globe, Ironwood, Michigan
Wednesday, April 19, 2000

Paul founded the Turtle Flambeau

if? Flowage-Trude Lake Property Owners’
Association in 1996 and has served two
terms as President since it’s inception.
He will be leaving office effective June,

2000, and our membership sincerely

thanks him for his dedication and expert

guidance over the years.

Good luck, Paul, in your new under-
taking!!

Keeping
the Spirit

The months of May and
June on the Flowage are
critical to nesting loons.
At this time of the year,
boaters are urged to slow
down to no-wake speeds
when passing near
shorelines or grassy areas
at the water’s edge.
These locations are where
loons typically build their
nest. Wakes, or waves
from passing boats, can
easily wash eggs out of a
shallow nest or disturb
adults to the point where
they will flee and leave
unattended eggs to
hungry, sharp-eyed
predators. Loons whose
first nest has been de-
stroyed or abandoned will

usually attempt to renest.

Support Repeal of 1867 Cranberry Law

The Wisconsin Association of
Lakes (WAL) is asking its members
to contact their Wisconsin state
legislators, to show support for
Senate Bill 336, and the repeal of
the 1867 Cranberry Law.

Here are some talking points:
Under a cranberry law established
in 1867, the cranberry industry has
free rein to ditch, dam, and divert
public water to use in the cultiva-
tion of cranberries. Nutrients,
pesticides, and heat-laden waters
released from cranberry operations
can negatively affect Wisconsin’s
waterways by impacting aquatic
ecosystems. If passed, Senate Bill
336 “...would ensure that we have

the same review and regulations for
cranberry operators as we do of
every other industry in the state,
from farms to factories,” said Jim
Burgess, President of the Wisconsin
Association of Lakes.

If you know your legislator’s
name, the WAL office at 1-800-
542-5253 can provide you with the
phone number or e-mail address. If
there is no answer, leave a message
and WAL will call you back with
the information you request.

— Summarized from an

article in WAL

The Lake Connection newsletter
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Chicks born late, how-
ever, (mid-July through August)
may not be old enough or strong
enough to migrate south by ice time
and will most often perish.

In addition, loons are ex-
tremely sensitive to human pressure
when they are with chicks in open
water. Although it is tempting to
try to get close for a better look, be
sure to keep a comfortable distance
from a family group. If a loon
displays or vocalizes when you are
in the vicinity, you know you are
too close!

A well-known symbol of the
north, loons are often referred to as
“Spirits of the Lake.” Let’s do
what we can to keep these spirits
among us!

— Excerpts from “Loon Talk”
Sigurd Olson Environmental
Institute




Fisheries Management Surveys Completed

Jeff Roth, DNR fisheries biologist,
has just completed a summary of
Turtle-Flambeau Flowage fisheries
management surveys covering the
period 1975-1997. This compre-
hensive report describes the physi-
cal and biological features of the
Flowage, management history,
survey methodology, survey results,
analysis and discussion, and
management recommendations.

Some fish population figures that
may be of interest to walleye and
musky fishermen:

* There are currently an estimated
55,000 adult walleye in the
Flowage and another 3,500 in
Trude Lake.

* The total walleye population (all
sizes) is estimated to be 186,000
and 24,000 respectively.

* A reliable estimate of musky
population was unavailable; only
232 were caught (I wonder what
they used?) in the Flowage and
64 in Trude Lake — an amount
insufficient to make an accurate
estimate of population. The
captured muskies ranged in size
from 10 to 15 inches.

The report is available in limited
quantities by contacting the TFF-
TL Association at P.O. Box 631,
Mercer, WI 54547.

We Want To
Hear From You

What are your opinions? Have you
had a rare or unusual sighting? Do
you want to share a fish story, etc.?
The observations or personal
experiences of our members make
for interesting reading and add to
the substance of the newsletter. If
you would like to submit an article
to the Association newsletter, send
it to: Newsletter Editor, TFF-TL
Property Owners’ Association, Inc.,
P.O. Box 631, Mercer, WI 54547.
Articles for the November, 2000,
newsletter should be received no
later than October 15*. We look
forward to hearing from you!

Internet Resources for Anglers

For Property Owners’ Association
members who are into fishing and
have internet access, here are a
couple of web sites and a free
fishing tip service that may aid in
your angling adventures.
The Mercer Chamber
of Commerce web site
has an active fishing
report board where
fishing tips, trip reports
and various fishing
techniques are posted
regularly. In addition, a twice
weekly fishing report is posted by
Turtle Flambeau Flowage Sports, a
Mercer bait and tackle shop who
sponsors the fishing report section.
The web address for this site is:
www. Mercerwi.com. Click on the

Fishing Reports button to ask a
question or check on the latest
fishing news from the TFF.
The second web site is sponsored
by the Turtle Flambeau Flowage
Association, a group of local
businesses interested in
promoting the area.
This general purpose
site lists various
events taking place
in the TFF area,
summer and winter
activities and a fishing report
section. The web address for the
site is:

www.turtleflambeauflowage.com.

Again, click on the Fishing Report

button to check on the latest fishing
action or ask a question.

In addition, the Pro Guide
Association of Mercer (Mike “Doc”
Sabec, Brian Slivinski and Don

' Pemble) are sending out e-mail

fishing tips for the TFF on a weekly
basis. Weekly tips will include best
presentations, hot baits/lures,
successful locations and structure
and largest catch of the week. This
is a free service from professional
guides who are on the water 150 to
200 days per year. To get your
weekly tip, simply send them an e-
mail asking to be added to their list.
E-mail your request to:

e.b.@centurytel.net.

— Tom Mowbray
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If you have
taken a
drive on -
Murray’s
Landing or

County FF during the past several
months, it is likely that you have
seen a strange sight — a group of
Mercer High School students
intently waving a small antenna in
the direction of the forest. If you
had stopped to inquire, you would
have learned that they were moni-
toring a radio signal from a fisher
and you might even have been able
to hear the soft beep that signals it
is alive and moving in the forest
nearby.

This project began on Decem-
ber 6" when Mercer students and
biologists from the WDNR and
North Lakeland Discovery Center
began efforts to live-trap a fisher on
portions of the Iron County Forest
near Grant Lake and the Little
Turtle Flowage. The Iron County
Forest Department is sponsoring
the program, and its goal is to help
students understand the relationship
between wildlife and forest habi-
tats. In addition to the Mercer
students, Hurley High School
students also began work to trap a
fisher in the county forest near
Hurley.

In late December, the Mercer
students successfully trapped a
large male fisher just off Murray’s
Landing Road. The animal was
radio-collared, measured and
released. Each week during the
winter, teams of students tracked
the animal, and collected data on
home range, habitat, winter “resting
sites” and on movements during the
March breeding season. In addi-
tion, students developed research
hypothesis and conducted track

|
|

|

Fisher Project on the Air!

surveys for other wildlife species in
the home range of the fisher.

Tracking the fisher was a
challenge from the start. Male
fishers can have an average home
range of 23 square miles and the
Mercer fisher’s favorite winter
range was hilly and densely for-
ested. It was most often found in
the “Wilson Lake Hills,” an area
between Grant Lake and Wilson
Lake where there are steep ridges
separated by low bogs and spruce
forests. In March however, the
chase became even more difficult.
With the onset of spring weather,
breeding season began and the
Mercer fisher disappeared. For
three weeks students searched the
area, covering roads as far south as
Springstead. Eventually, the DNR
authorized use of an airplane to
locate the fisher. Planes are used
on a regular basis to track radio-
collared wolves in the area. After
flying over the Grant Lake area, the
pilot picked up a weak signal from
the west. Banking that direction, he
was able to locate the fisher on the
south tip of Big Island on the Turtle
Flambeau Flowage.

For the next few weeks, the ice
grew thin and the fisher remained
on Big Island. Students could only
hypothesize that perhaps he had

| found a female fisher on the island.
| Male fishers generally double their

home range during the spring
season as they search for mates.
However, it is yet undetermined
whether the big male will return to
his original home range near Grant
Lake after mating season ends.

In addition to home range
information, students also investi-
gated other life history aspects of
the fisher. Of particular interest to
many was the fisher’s reputation as

f

a “vicious” predator. Scientific
studies have found that fishers feec
mostly on snowshoe hare, but are
opportunistic, taking other food
items when available. Mercer
students found two sites where thei
fisher scavenged meat from a
raccoon and deer carcasses. They
also found remains of snowshoe
hare in scat samples. Students were
also able to track the fisher to
resting sites and identify the habitat
characteristics. Fisher forage
during both day and night. Every
few hours they will take rest breaks
in forest structures such as hollow
logs, brush piles, or holes in the
ground.

Results from this study will be
provided to researchers in the state
who are working on fisher popula-
tions and biology. The Iron County
study has been designed to dovetail
with the work being done by the
Great Lakes Indian Fish and
Wildlife Commission and the
WDNR. In May, students from
Mercer and Hurley will participate
in a joint conference at the North
Lakeland Discovery Center. Each
group will give scientific presenta-
tions. These results will focus on
not only fisher biology but also on
the importance of forest habitat
characteristic to fishers.

Discovery Center and schools

' hope to continue the study in future

years, but the Mercer and Hurley
fishers will not be lost for the

| summer. Plans are already in place

to offer a summer school course to
interested students in grades 9-12
this year. If you have questions or
would like to learn more about the
project, you can contact Terry
Daulton, Discovery Center staff for
this project. She can be reached at
the Center at (715) 543-2085.
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