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Words from your president

In my last column, I mentioned that one of
our goals is to “get involved in projects on
our lake.”

I was a bit disappointed in the response
we had from our members to participate in
the purple loosestrife survey.

I don’t recall how may routes were laid
out but I do know that one member did
more than one route and some “outside
help” was recruited to complete the survey
(see “Purple Loosestrife Survey,” Page 2).

I would think that with the size of our
membership, no one should have had to do
more than one route. In fact, I would think
some of us would be sharing routes!

Anyway, the message is: please get
involved. Eileen and I had a great time

Report on the Association’s

— Paul Gottwald

doing the survey. We got to see and
learn more about this magnificent
body of water we live on. We look
forward to next year’s survey when
we hope we can survey and learn
more intimately another part of the
flowage.

I had hoped for more attendance
at our annual meeting. Why not
mark your calendar right now and
reserve the second Saturday in June
(June 13, 1998) so you can attend
the annual meeting.

See you on Saturday, September
27, at 12:00 noon, on Hot Dog
Island, for our annual pot luck
picnic!

First Annual Membership Meeting

The Association’s first annual membership

meeting was held on Saturday, June 14, 1997,

at the Carow Park Pavilion in Mercer. A
scant 17 members and 4 DNR guests were in
attendance. The Treasurer reported receipts
of $895.00 from membership dues and
contributions with expenditures of $260.21,
leaving a balance of $634.79. An election

— Jim Leever, Association Secretary

was held to fill two officer and two
director positions. Roger Belongia
and Jim Leever were re-elected as
treasurer and secretary, respec-
tively, and Jeff Wilson and Bill
Naedler were reelected as directors.
Dana Baumann of the DNR
gave a short presentation on the



invasive nature of purple loose-
strife, and introduced a plan to
search the Flowage shorelines for
this destructive plant. Association
members volunteered to help.
Arrangements for a DNR spon-
sored “summer tour” of the
Flowage on July 9th were final-
ized. (Incidentally, the tour was
well attended, and we would hope
to make this an annual event.)
Roger Jasinski, Flowage DNR
manager, made mention of a
variety of fish, boat, and camp site
surveys scheduled to be conducted
this year and discussed improve-
ments planned for some of the
boat landings. Mr. Jasinski also
referred to the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission’s efforts
to take control of the Flowage
dam. Jeff Roth, DNR fishery
biologist, described his efforts to
obtain information on fish popula-
tions and water quality in the
Flowage. Arlen Wanta (Associa-
tion Water Quality Committee)
discussed the Association’s efforts
to develop a water quality moni-
toring plan. Just before adjourn-
ment, the attendees were re-
minded that the Association picnic
was scheduled for September 27,

on “Hot Dog Island.”

Commentary

Purple Loosestrife Survey

On July 19, many of you were
involved in a purple loosestrife
survey on the flowage. As you
heard at your annual picnic,
loosestrife is an exotic plant that if
left unchecked can dominate a
wetland to the detriment of native
plants. As an exotic, purple
loosestrife does not benefit many
of our wildlife species. Fortu-
nately, surveyors did not find any
loosestrife during the survey;
however, in early August, a plant
was found near where a plant was
discovered in 1996. This late
blooming plant was missed earlier
because purple loosestrife is hard
to find before it flowers. It also
points out the need to continu-
ously be aware of exotics even
when not participating in a formal
survey.

It would probably be advis-

—Bruce Bacon

able for the Association to run the
purple loosestrife survey again in
1998 at a later date — maybe
August 9 or 16? The reason for
running a survey earlier is you do
not want any of the plants to
produce seed — maybe check the
previous locations early and run
the entire flowage in August?
Anyone who suspects they have
discovered purple loosestrife
should still let the DNR folks
know about it. We probably don’t
need to know where all the
fireweed patches are . . .

Thanks to all who partici-
pated! Thanks to Rico Shukes and
Dana Baumann for running
the show and Paul
Gottwald and Jeff
Wilson for assist-
ing in planning,
etc.!

When was the last time you had a
small child ask you to go fishing?

This is a special treat, to take
a youngster fishing. The look of
surprise and joy in a child’s first
catch is a never-forgotten
memory.

We have that question asked
many times throughout the
summer. Having a small resort
brings this opportunity to our door
often.

The unfortunate answer
though, is, “we haven’t a lot of
pan fish in the Turtle Flambeau
Flowage,” and in most cases the

wait for a fish to be caught is
much too long for the patience of
a young child. So the child is put
into a car and driven to a smaller
lake, only to fish from the shore,
in most cases, and not on the
beautiful body of water where
they are staying.

It’s a sad situation; the idea of
enjoying the family fishing on the
Flowage is not to be. But wait —
why can’t this happen? Maybe
not today or even tomorrow, but
why not in a few years? Ido
believe that if the stocking of
musky is stopped now, the pan

— by MaryanneBrown

fish will come back. We have an
abundance of feed for all species.
This water is big. It should be
able to naturally, and I must
repeat this word, naturally,
reproduce many pan fish. I would
like to give this a try, with the
DNR’s blessing. Why not try it
— we are loosing our family
fishing trips and so what can we
loose that is more important than
this?

The joy of a child with a fish
on the end of the line is worth
giving this idea a green light!



Ospreys on the Flowage

Since the early 1980’s, osprey
have been monitored on the TFF,
including banding of the young in
most years. With the placement
of artificial nest platforms, osprey
responded quite favorably and
their population jumped to 23 pair
per year. Since this peak in the
late 1980’s, pair numbers have
declined. More importantly, the
number of nestlings that fledge
(learn to fly and leave the nest)
has declined to a point where the
population may not be self-
sustaining.

What has happened to cause this
apparent decline?

Is it nest sites?

There are still many good artifi-
cial nest platforms available.
Many of these sites are occupied
initially in spring.

Is it food?

The fisheries appear to be quite
healthy. We have more data on
game fish and osprey often rely
more on rough fish in their diets.

Is it competition for food?

Eagle numbers have increased in
recent years. Eagles do not
compete with osprey for food.

Is it pesticides or disease?

Apparently not. The chick
mortality is occurring at an age
past when these problems usually
make their presence known.
Several chick carcasses have been
recovered and sent to our wildlife
health specialists for examination.
They were unable to determine the
cause of death.

— Bruce Bacon and Jeff Wilson

Through the banding project, we
know the osprey chicks are not
dying throughout the nestling
stage but often later during the
rapid feather development stage.
It takes a lot of energy to grow
large flight feathers. At this time,
there may be changes in food
availability. Our best guess is that
the young osprey are dying due to
food related stress.

In 1997, their were 10 pairs of
osprey observed at nest sites
during the May activity aerial
flights. By the July productivity
flight, only six were still active.
We banded young in the 5 nests
on platforms. The sixth nest was
a natural nest in a tree unsafe to
climb. The young we banded
looked healthy. One tiee that had
young in 1996 was unoccupied
this year but still climbed. In the
nest we found the bands from the
two 1996 chicks that apparently
died after they were banded. It
appeared they died in the nest
rather than were killed by a
predator.

It will be interesting to see if
the declining osprey number
continues. It may be a balancing
act that has always occurred
where eagles and osprey coexist.
The osprey came first because
they respond well to nest plat-
forms. Eagles usually do not use
platforms although several pair on
the flowage do. Thus, it takes
longer for an eagle population to
build up.

Keep your eyes open while on
the flowage and see for yourself
what might be going on out there.
There’s no doubt it is entertaining
to watch the eagles and osprey go
about their business!

Fisheries
Management
Update

— Jeff Roth, Fisheries Biologist

The final phase of the 1997
fisheries assessment, which began
this past spring, will be conducted
during the fourth week of Septem-
ber. This sampling effort will
involve an entire shoreline
electro-fishing survey performed
by seven crews over a three-night
period. The purpose is to evaluate
the 1997 gamefish year-class for
survival, growth and abundance.
The fall sampling is especially
significant because it will evaluate
the accuracy of our past fall index
data which has been gathered
annually since 1984.

This effort will complete the
survey for this year. Itisan
important component of the entire
survey in evaluating the fish
population and fishery in the
Flowage. Results of this assess-
ment as well as the entire survey
will be available next year and
will provide the foundation for
fisheries management on the
Flowage in the future.

Coming in
the next issue ...

A personal input article will be
included in each issue of the
Association newsletter voicing
your concerns and views. Please
send articles to the Association at
P.O. Box 631, Mercer, WI 54547.
Please be sure to include your
name and address. (Articles
subject to review.)



LYSYS IM 42249
L€9 X0g 'O'd

po ), || NOlJ.VlDOSSV :

You are invited to attend
the

TURTLE-FLAMBEAU FLOWAGE - TRUDE
LAKE
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The annual Association potluck picnic will be held on Satur- -
day, September 27, 1997, beginning at 12:00pm, at the south
end of Hot Dog Island. Please bring your own beverages and

a dish to pass. If you need a ride to the island, call 583-2240.
An important meeting will be held. If it is below 40 degrees or

it is raining at 10:00am that morning, the picnic will be held at the
Springstead Town Hall on Route 182,




